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Pastor’s Notes

Why do so many young adults walk away from the church?

Of course there’s no one answer; every individual is different and acts
for different reasons. One perspective on that question, however, is
offered by author Rachel Held Evans in the book we’re reading for this
fall’s special book group.

The title tells a lot of the story: Searching for Sunday: Loving,
Leaving, and Finding the Church. Held Evans grew up about as
“churched” as possible, but found herself unable to continue with an
institution that ultimately caused as much pain as joy, before finding
her way back to the church in a very different context.

Rachel Held Evans has become a very popular author in Christian book circles for her ability to
articulate both the grief and joy of living in the Christian faith in these turbulent times, and to do
so from the perspective of a younger generation than is typically represented in Christian
publishing circles.

You are invited to order a copy of the book (through Grace Presbyterian’s Amazon Smile account,
naturally) and join us on Thursdays at 1:00 beginning on October 5 to explore what it is to love,
leave, and find the church

We will not meet on Thursday, October 12, as Julia and I will be on
vacation that week.




Page 2
Anna Circle will continue their fall study "Ten Women of

the Bible" by Max Lucado on Tuesday, October 10th at 02 ARAAY
10 AM in Fellowship Hall. All women are invited to join l
us in a time of study, fellowship and refreshments. 11
Karen Russ will present the second lesson on Rahab.

MEN’S NOON LUNCH & FELLOWSHIP

The men of the church are invited to meet each Wednesday from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
in the library for fellowship. Please bring your own brown bag lunch, beverages will
be provided.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

« Communion will be served by intinction on October 1, World Communion
Sunday, during the 11 am worship service

« Reverend Dan Graham will be pulpit supply on October 15

« Committee will meet October 15 after the worship hour

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - Mary Ellen McAlpine
8 - Bob Franks

9 - Beth Hartwell

18 - Aidan Collins

20 - Sabrina Wagner

21 - Mohan Raizada

23 - Jennifer Hemphill

1 - Harold & Mickey Wallace
31- Doug Hackett & Katie Bauman

Please call the church office at 352-376-5654, if your
special day is NOT listed or is NOT correct.




Presbytery leader in Puerto Rico reports on damage from Page 3
Hurricane Maria

LOUISVILLE — September 26, 2017 - The Rev. Edwin Gonzalez-Castillo, Stated Clerk of the San
Juan Presbytery in Puerto Rico, says the biggest challenge he is facing in the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria is communications. Attempting to reach and coordinate relief efforts across the
island has been hampered by downed communication lines outside of San Juan, infrastructure
damage due to flooding and ongoing concerns about fuel shortages.

Although the human cost of the huge Category 4 storm remains relatively low with 16 people
confirmed dead, San Juan’s mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz told news outlets that without immediate
attention the island was facing “a humanitarian crisis.” The storm made landfall with 155 mph
sustained winds — nearly Category 5 — as it raked a path across the 3.4 million inhabitant island,
moving slowly as it passed over Puerto Rico from the southeast.

More than 20 inches of rain fell as Maria hovered over the island, washing away roads, bridges
and damaging other infrastructure such as communications towers, electrical lines and dams.
More than 70,000 people were told to evacuate in towns along the Guajataca River as floodgates
were opened when an imminent breech of the swollen Guajataca Dam was predicted on Saturday.

To read the entire article go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/80888/

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is the emergency response and refugee program of the
denomination, committed to the long-term journey of recovery of communities adversely affected
by a crisis or catastrophic event. It is funded by the One Great Hour of Sharing and raises
designated funds for responding to specific disasters.

To support recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria, please make your
check payable to Grace Presbyterian Church and mark it “Hurricane” or you may use the insert in
the church bulleting.

STEWARDSHIP SEASON

Our annual Stewardship Season begins on Sunday, October 1, with Dedication Sunday
being held on October 29 . On each Sunday between these two dates brief presentations will be
made to demonstrate some of the many ways in which Grace carries out the mission and ministry
to which we have been called. This series of talks will seek to reflect the success of these
programs and the difference they make in our church, the community and to that individual.
Alvin Tuma will talk about his experience at the Mo-Ranch Youth Conference; Debbie Harris will
speak on the various ways that we minister to the members of our congregation; Sherry Crane
will review our ongoing relationship with St. Francis House and Nancy Niblack will address our
longstanding ministry with Acorn Clinic.

During the week of October 8 a letter will be sent out to each member and friend of the
congregation. Enclosed with this letter will be details of the “asking budget” for 2018. We want to
emphasize the words “asking budget” because as you know our final budget is determined by
your pledge. We don’t budget more than you pledge!

Please give prayerful consideration to your pledge for the coming year. Pledge whatever
you can financially and continue to pledge your time and talent. All three are vital for the life our
church and its ministry.




Those signed up for Fellowship Hour in September are:

& Page 4
AN

10/1 - Tripp/Butler

10/8 - Mary Williamson

((-’ 5)
10/15 - I\ZJ 1§
\ /—
10/22 - (\ ) 7
10/29 - Birthdays & Anniversaries - ..

LPG, Living, Praying, Giving We learn to PLAY by playing;
we learn to LIVE by living; we learn to PRAY by praying; we
learn to CIVE by giving. This project is a food and household

item collection. These items are forwarded to Gainesville
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Community Ministry at the end of each month. For the
month of October we will be collecting canned fruits and

vegetables. Let's fill the purple baskets. Also, please remember
the baby wagon.

. . August Year to Date
The finance committee I I
congregation informed Expenses $10,908.39 % 99,583.32
as to our General Fund Pass through donations: August Year to Date I
. d .
e Two Cents a Meal $ 4500 $ 393.20
4 O, pass oug I Family Promise $ 121.57 $ 303.57 I
donations.
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The 2017 FLOWER Those signed up for September are:

CALENDAR is up in the Narthex.
Please sign up for a date you would
like to provide flowers for the sanc-
tuary. The cost is $30.00.

10/1 - Wallace
10/8 -
10/15 - Beaty

10/22 - Ferguson

10/29—Millican

Pastoral Care
Elders on Call

For October
Lois Butler (352) 262-5893

Two elders volunteer to be
available to church members
and friends who may need
assistance. If Reverend
Freeman is unavailable or the
church office is closed, these
elders are on-call to help.

Varian Osteen (352) 562-2270
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 10:00 - Adult Class 2 w 9:00 Presbytery 4 5 @ 7
10:30 - Youth Class ) Meeting - Montgomery ) ,
11:00 - Worship Service Nw.oo pm - Square Dance Presbyterian Conf Ctr Mw.oorsooz -Men " s ~
World Communion - Intinction | 10 UP 6:00 pm - Girl Scouts @Mﬁn Choir Reh i Rev Freemanos Da )
1:00 - Korean Service 6:30 pm - Barbergators | o~ Oif Renearsa
Worship Committee
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:00 - Adult Class 6:30 pm - Session Meeting | 10:00 am - Anna Circle |12:00 noon-Me n' s
10:30 - Youth .O_mmm . 7:00 pm - Square Dance 6:00 pm - Girl Scouts Lunch .
11:00 - Worship Service Group 6:30 pm - Barbergators | 6:30 - Choir Rehearsal
1:00 - Korean Service .

Rev Freeman on vacation

15 10:00 - Adult Class 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:30 - Youth Class .
11:00 - Worship Service 7:00 pm - Square Dance | 6:00 pm - Girl Scouts 12:00 noon-Me n’' s
Guest Speaker- Rev Dan Group 6:30 pm - Barbergators |Lunch
Graham ) 6:30 - Choir Rehearsal Rev Freemanos Da)
1:00 - Korean Service
Worship Committee
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00 - Adult Class 7:00 pm - Square Dance | 6:00 pm - Girl Scouts 12:00 noon-Me n’ s
10:30 - Youth Class Group 6:30 pm - Barbergators |Lunch R A )
11:00 - Worship Service 6:30 - Choir Rehearsal Rev Frpemanos Da)
1:00 - Korean Service
29 10:00 - Adult Class | 30 31 AA (ESTW)

10:30 - Youth Class
11:00 - Worship Service
Dedication Sunday
1:00 - Korean Service

7:00 pm - Square Dance
Group

6:00 pm - Girl Scouts
6:30 pm - Barbergators

Meets every
evening at 7 pm
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Grace Presbyterian Church
3146 NW 13th Street
Gainesville, FL 32609

Phone: 352-376-5654
Fax: 352-376-1319
email:office@gpconline.org

WEGRE ON THE WEB:
GPCONLINE.ORG

A ray of light shines through the destroyed

roof of Iglesia Presbiteriana Vega Alta,

west of San Juan, Puerto Rico.

(Photo courtesy Edwin Gonzalez - Castillo)

Liturgy Passages for October

10/1 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 17:1 -7

Psalm 78:1 -4,12 -16
Philippians 2:1 -13
Matthew 21:23 - 32

10/8 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 20:1 -4,7 -9,12 -20
Psalm 19

Philippians 3:4b -14
Matthew 21:33 - 46

10/15 19th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 32:1 -14

Psalm 106:1 -6,19 -23
Philippians 4:1 -9
Matthew 22:1 - 14

10/22 20th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 33:12 -23

Psalm 99

1 Thessalonians 1:1 -10
Matthew 22:15 - 22

10/29 21st Sunday after Pentecost

Deuteronomy 34:1 -12
Psalm90:1 -6,13 -17

1 Thessalonians 2:1 -8
Matthew 22:34 - 46




