GRACE NOTES
February 2019
Three young persons in our congregation will be
undergoing a confirmation process this winter and spring.
Alvin Tuma, Ade Tuma, and Aidan Collins will have
started the process on January 27 and will continue
through Easter Sunday. Please be in prayer for these
young people as they study and learn.
Easter is relatively late this year, not falling until April 21.
This means that Lent will actually begin late as well, on
March 6 with Ash Wednesday. The previous Sunday,
March 3, the congregation will observe Transfiguration in
an unusual way; we will gather outdoors at Montgomery
Presbyterian Center for worship and lunch. You will be
hearing more about this during the month of February,
including carpool options for those for whom driving may
not work. In a way it works well to observe Transfiguration outdoors, even if
Montgomery Presbyterian Center is short a mountain.
After Ash Wednesday (March 6 at 7:00 p.m.), Lent continues through March and most of
April, with Palm Sunday on April 14 (and yes, all are invited to process with palms again)
and a Maundy Thursday service on April 18. Easter Sunday then follows on April 21.
Some time after Easter Sunday I will be away from the pulpit and church for an extended
medical leave. After possibly some vacation with Julia and some study leave (to give
myself things to work on while I’m laid up), I will need to have a fairly major surgery,
which will have me laid up and out of commission from six to eight weeks. If things go
according to current plan (which could still change), the surgery will be in late May, and
I will be out in June and July. The session and worship committee will be working to
ensure that the church continues to run smoothly in my absence. Ideally I will be able to
start getting back up to strength in August and be able to go full speed by this fall.
In the meantime there are many tests and procedures still to be done, as well as the
season of Lent to be observed and experienced. Your prayers are coveted for both.
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The Anna circle will met on Tuesday, February 12 at 10:00 am in
the library. Karen Russ will lead our study of Lesson 6 “They Don’t
Always Listen” in Growing Older & Wiser by Dale Larsen & Sandy
Larsen. Please study 1 Kings 12:1-20, bring your study book and your
Bible. All women of the church are welcome. Please come and enjoy the
fellowship.
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Elders on Call
for February are:
Karen Russ 352-377-7996
Varian Osteen 352-562-2270

IN MEMORY

-

Two elders volunteer to be available to
church members and friends who may
need assistance. If Reverend Freeman
is unavailable or the church office is
closed, these elders are on call to help.
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Session Meeting Highlights
January 14th
-

-

-

-

-

Page 5

-

Page 6

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Page 7

-

Men’s Noon Lunch & Fellowship
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Liturgy Passages for February
2/3 4th Sunday after Epiphany

1/17 6th Sunday after Epiphany

Jerimiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Jerimiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

2/10 5th Sunday after Epiphany

2/24 7th Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

