GRACE NOTES
January 2020
By the time you read this, the post-Christmas crash is in place
all around us. Sure, there’s some interest or excitement about
the New Year’s approach (for those who can manage to stay up
until midnight, at least), but for the most part is sighing and
whining about having to take down the decorations, go back to
work, and other such disappointments. The big day that all the
commercials and media have been building up for months has come
and gone, and everything is disappointment.
The calendar of the church, in which the “New Year” began with
the season of Advent of course, does not encourage us to give in
to the post-holiday blues. For one thing, Christmas is not over
on December 25; Christmas is a mini-season all its own,
extending through twelve days (which is indeed where the song
with all the French hens and partridges in pear trees gets its
number from). The way the two calendars meet this year, we
actually have two Sundays of Christmas.
That season is punctuated by the occasion known as Epiphany. This event on the church’s
calendar marks the visitation of the Magi to the child Jesus. Indeed, even though the
Magi showed up in Nativity scenes all over the place leading up to Christmas Day, the
church’s own calendar acknowledges that the three of them probably didn’t show up
exactly on the date of birth.
Our church marks Epiphany with a service of Evening Prayer on January 6 at 6:00 p.m.,
followed by a soup-and-sandwich supper, to which all are invited – much as the occasion
itself marks the sign that all the world is invited to come to the child Savior, not
only the people among whom he was born. Epiphany is therefore a sign that all of us are
welcome in God’s reign; it is not reserved or restricted to a select few. Also, the
service and simple supper provide a nice contrast to the extravagance and over-the-top
feasting that tends to characterize Christmas (from which I’m still recovering). I hope
you will come and invite others.
The following Sunday in the church’s calendar marks the Baptism of the Lord. Again the
occasion bears theological importance; by taking on baptism, Jesus identified himself
clearly with us humans, truly living as incarnate in the human body (and incarnation is
kind of important to Christian belief). It’s a bit of a lurch to jump from Jesus’s
childhood to the onset of his ministry, but since that’s all we’re given in the
gospels, that’s what we do.
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Elders on Call
Two elders volunteer to be
available to church members
and friends who may need
assistance. When Reverend
Freeman is unavailable or the
church office is closed, these
elders are on call to help.

Elders on Call
for January are:
Lois Butler 352-262-5893
Varian Osteen 352-562-2270
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Session Meeting Highlights
December 16th
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Circle News
The Anna circle will meet on Tuesday, January 14 at 10:00 am
in the library. Karen Russ will lead our study of Lesson 5
“Words of Love: Don’t Kill Each Other” in Love Carved in
Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne
Gamble. Please bring your study book and your Bible. All women
are welcome. Please come and enjoy the fellowship.

Men’s Noon Lunch & Fellowship

In Memory
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Liturgy Passages for January
1/5 2nd Sunday of Christmas

Jerimiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9) 10-18
1/6 Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthews 2:1-12
1/12 Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

1/19 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42
1/26 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

