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It’s been a while since I offered up a book list. You
might consider it a list of gift ideas, what with
Christmas at hand and plenty of time to stay settled in
at home with a good book – some new, some older that
might have slipped by:
Kristin Kobes Du Mez, Jesus and John Wayne: How White
Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a
Nation. New York: Liveright, 2020.
I am obligated to point to this one since it has popped
up in at least two sermons since I read it earlier this year. The author,
a historian at Calvin University in Michigan, draws out a complex
history in which religious belief and theology became ensnared in ideas
about manhood and power that were (are) far more cultural (and to a degree
political) than truly faith-based.
Layton E. Williams, Holy Disunity: How What Separates Us Can Save Us.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2019.
Another one that has cropped up in at least one sermon, this book
challenges the sometimes-unspoken presumption that living in unity
requires total agreement and uniformity among the children of God. The
author, a Presbyterian minister in South Carolina, argues that only by
being willing to speak truthfully and thoughtfully to our differences (and
willing to listen) can we live in genuine fellowship with one another.
Includes questions for reflection for each chapter.
Christian M.M. Brady, Beautiful and Terrible Things: A Christian Struggle
with Suffering, Grief, and Hope. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2020.
The author, a professor and Episcopal priest,, writes with aching honesty
of the grief of the loss of his son on New Year’s Eve 2012, just short of
age nine. Themes of suffering, grace, and anticipation ultimately weave
their way towards a climax of hard yet tenacious hope in the face of grief
and loss. Includes questions for reflection for each chapter.
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Douglas F. Ottati, A Theology for the Twenty-First Century.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2020.
This is not light reading. The author, a professor at Davidson
College in North Carolina, has written a full-fledged systematic
theology in one volume, organized around sixty-seven theological
propositions. This is for someone who wants, and is ready, to do
a deep dive into biblical and historical Christian thought.
Bishop Michael Curry with Sara Grace, Love is the Way: Hanging
on to Hope in Trouble Times. New York: Avery, 2020.
The first African American to serve as Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, who came to international attention with his exuberant
sermon at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Megan Markle,
offers a passionate defense of not only the power, but the
necessity of love in facing the troubles of our time such as
poverty, structural injustice, division, and religious conflict,
drawing from his own experience as well as the life and teaching
of Jesus.
Enjoy. (And yes, you can still order through Amazon Smile and
select our church as beneficiary, and some of the proceeds come
to the church. But be careful – there are a lot of Grace
Presbyterian Churches on Amazon Smile.)
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Thanksgiving Adopt-a-Box Success

Liturgy Passages for December
12/6 2nd Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
12/13 3rd Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 or
Luke 1:46b-55
1 Thessalians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28
12/20 4th Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:46b-55 or
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

12/24 Christmas Eve

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
12/25 Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day

Dawn:
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2(1-7) 8-20
Day:
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14
12/27 1st Sunday of Christmas

Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
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For it is in Giving That We Receive

Session Meeting Highlights
Session met via Zoom Meeting on November 9
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Elders on Call
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Grace Presbyterian Church
3146 NW 13th Street
Gainesville, FL 32609

Phone: 352-376-5654
Fax: 352-376-1319
Email: office@gpconline.org

WE’RE

ON THE WEB!

Two elders volunteer to be available to
church members and friends who may need
assistance. When Reverend Freeman is
unavailable or the church office is closed,

Elders on Call
for December:
Varian Osteen 352-284-7861
Faye Tripp 904-307-4082

WWW. GPCONLINE. ORG

Two Cents a Meal
We invite every member of the congregation to prayerfully
contribute a few cents at each meal to help alleviate hunger and
poverty.

We will be supporting Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) through the end of 2020.
Please consider sharing your financial blessings to help with the following areas where PDA is
currently responding: Hurricane Delta. Colorado Wildfires, Hurricane Sally, Pacific Northwest
Wildfires, Hurricane Laura, COVID-19 Emotional and Spiritual Care Recourses, Tropical
Storm Beta and many more. Don’t forget to pray. Seek God’s presence on behalf of disaster
survivors.

